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USING AVON BAT RECORD CARDS

These record cards can be used for up to three species of bats on any one date and at any one place.  Please enter what you consider to be the least common or most ‘important’ species from a conversation viewpoint in column 1.  There is no rule about this; it is a matter for your judgement.  The record card will usually be filed under the first species, but any additional species will be recorded on computer and on maps in exactly the same way as the first.

SOME DETAILS ABOUT FILLING THE ‘BOXES’

i
Please leave the top right hand corner (card no.) empty.

ii
Enter the numbers of each species with the letter C or E to indicate whether Counted or Estimated.  

iii
Identification can give problems and is usually based on a combination of factors.  However, please indicate by initial letters whether you handled the bat, whether you used a bat detector, or whether identification was based up on appearance or flight pattern. Often you will enter more than one letter.

iv.
Place, location and grid reference.  Please give these details with as much precision as you feel is consistent with the bats best interests.  In most cases there will be no difficulty in stating an exact place and a 6-figure grid reference.  However you may feel in a few cases that it would be unwise to state exactly where the bats were found.  In that event please do still use a record card, but without being more exact than you think is wise.  While every endeavour will be made to use the information on these record cards with full discretion, it must be understood that their purpose is ultimately to build up a picture of distribution.  This must involve a degree of sharing of information originating from each person’s records, both within and beyond the Avon Bat Group.

All Grid references within the area of ‘Avon’ have the prefix ST.  

v.
Please enter your name and postcode on all cards, but there is no need to repeat the address.

vi.
NOTES.  If bats were observed at a roost please say so here.  Anything else which you think is relevant but not included in other boxes (or only too briefly) also goes here.  In particular please notice any perceived threat to the wellbeing of a roost or feeding place.  Any observations of sex, age or injury?

To avoid this recording scheme becoming overloaded, and burdensome to you, your discretion is invited when recording our most abundant species.  Frequent observation of a common species in a certain place is best recorded on a single card with a note about frequency.

Please send in your records and so help to build up a picture of the distribution of each species in the area which was ‘Avon’.  Knowledge of distribution is essential to effective conservation; without it any measures taken must in reality be needlessly ‘hit or miss’.  Thank you.

Please send completed record cards to:

Bob West, 8 Burley Crest, Downend, Bristol BS16 5PR

or electronically to:   bob.rt.west@bt.com
Should you have any queries with regard to the cards,

please call Bob West on 0117 9572589.
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